IDA - Asia Pacific Regional Conference on the CRPD Implementation and Monitoring 
MANILA DECLARATION 
February 11-12th, 2009
We, the delegates from The Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Nepal, India, Samoa, Fiji, and Republic of Korea being members of Disabled Peoples’ International, Inclusion International, International Federation of Hard of Hearing People, Rehabilitation International, World Blind Union, World Federation of the Deaf, World Federation of the DeafBlind, World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry, and Asia Pacific Disability Forum, all of which are members of  International Disability Alliance (IDA) and participated in Asia Pacific Regional Conference on the CRPD Implementation and Monitoring, held at Manila, The Philippines on February 11-12, 2009, 
We acknowledge the support of the Government of The Philippines, Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA), and Katipunan ng Maykapansanan sa Pilipinas, Inc (KAMPI) for this Conference. 

After due deliberation and having reached consensus on the implementation and monitoring of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) we make the following Declaration which shall be hereby referred to as the Manila Declaration 2009 
GOVERNMENT

· We urge National Governments in the Asia and Pacific Region, to set the machinery in motion to ensure the signing, ratification without reservation, implementation and monitoring of the UN CRPD and the Optional Protocol;

· We further demand that the governments enact new legislation or amend existing legislation for Persons with Disabilities and related statutes to be in conformity with UN CRPD;
· We urge  Public Authorities to  change from a charity-based to a rights–based approach and from medical model to social model on disability as required by the UN CRPD;

· We ask all governments to initiate disability sensitization programs and to mainstream disability issues in all national agendas for the empowerment of persons with disabilities ;

· We recognize the vulnerability of all persons with disabilities with HIV/AIDS and we therefore request National Governments to address  this urgent issue;

· We urge the Governments to include Children, Women and Youth with disabilities in all education and training programmes; 
· We demand that Persons with Disabilities be represented through their representative organizations in law and policy making at all levels as required by Article 4 of UN CRPD;
· We recognize the positive role of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in the lives of Persons with Disabilities. We therefore urge the Governments to facilitate the acquisition of ICT equipments; 
· We appeal for the enactment of Disability Anti  Discrimination Acts in our respective Countries;
· We seek the full participation of Persons with Disabilities in the Asia-Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons (2003-2012)  in order to promote the accession, implementation and monitoring of UN CRPD;
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
We urge National Human Rights Institutions to include CRPD in their Plans and Strategies and constitute a Committee or Focal point to address Disability issues.
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES 
We urge International Development Funding Agencies to include Disability Dimension in all their policies and programs;

We urge International Development Funding Agencies to modify the requirements in the Agreements so as to enable DPOs to access the technical and financial support;
MASS MEDIA
We urge Mass Media to promote positive images of Rights and Concerns of Persons with Disabilities.
                        NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US
