NGO Statement

From Global to Local Participants at the 45th CEDAW Session
We would like to thank the CEDAW Committee for convening this very important meeting on NGO involvement in the CEDAW reporting process.

We represent the NGOs - past, present, and future – of the Global to Local programme of IWRAW Asia Pacific. A programme which, as many of you know, facilitates the participation of national level, grassroots, women’s NGOs to speak in our own voices about our lived realities. 

Madame Chair, below we outline a few of the many reasons that we, and the CEDAW process, benefit from our continued collaboration and participation: 
(1) Information

We are able to provide up-to-date, credible, information that serves as a check and balance on the information provided by the Sate.  As grassroots organizations, we are able to offer a unique perspective, and speak to women’s realities on the ground.  This, in turn, enhances the quality and relevance of the concluding observations, so that they may truly reflect and respond to women’s needs.
(2) Government

In many cases, our involvement in the reporting process and mere presence enhances our standing and status with our respective governments. It serves as a possible entry point for communication, engagement, lobbying and cooperation with them. Further it provides us with an opportunity to hold our governments accountable to the commitments made throughout the reporting process, including through the State reports, responses to list of issues, and responses given during the constructive dialogue.
(3) Strengthens Women’s movement

Our participation in the CEDAW process also has the indirect result of strengthening the women’s movement at the national level. The preparation of the shadow or alternative report brings together national women’s NGOs who otherwise have very different agendas and regions of focus. This process also helps to bring into the mainstream otherwise marginalized groups, such as sexual minorities, migrant women, women with disabilities and others. Moreover, exposure to the human rights process at the international level, improves our status back home and gives us a voice, which may have otherwise remained unheard. Furthermore, during the review process women’s organizations learn how to use rights-based approach and see how the situation that they describe becomes a recommendation and, once implemented, part of national policy. For many of us, collecting information for the CEDAW shadow report may be the first time we assess our situation and claim our rights at the national and international level.  
(4) Publicizing CEDAW back home, and follow-up

By actively participating in the CEDAW review process, we become believers of the Convention and when we return home we are able to publicize information about women’s rights violations and the Convention which may have otherwise remained invisible. We also take this information, especially the concluding observations, and ensure their follow up at the national level.
Practical information

At the same time, Madame Chair, we would also like to take this opportunity to provide feedback on some practical issues and obstacles we face engaging with the process:
Information on the Convention and the process is often unavailable in our national or regional languages. Terms used by the Committee may not be translated correctly and lose their intended meaning. For example, in translation of concluding remarks for Kyrgyzstan the sentence that mentioned discrimination of women based on their sexuality turned into ‘discrimination of women based on gender’ in Russian (See Concluding Observation for Kyrgyzstan 2008, CEDAW/C/KGZ/CO/3). 

During the visa application process despite the official nature of our visit we are required to provide numerous documents, travel long distances (sometimes even to other countries) and may not in the end receive a visa, sometimes becomes our income is insufficient to stay in Geneva. 

In regard to security we also want to reiterate this important point, which has been made all too clear during this review - that for those of us whose work is underground, due to government pressure and restrictions, we have to remain anonymous during the review and may not be able to come to Geneva fearing reprisal. We therefore recommend some type of formal closed meeting with NGOs be made available in this situation. 
We would also like to seek clarification from the Committee on how issues that are brought up during the NGO and State constructive dialogue do or do not make it to the concluding observations. 
Finally, it is important to keep consistency in use of language and recommendations issued, even to the same country.

Closing
In closing, Madame Chair, we humbly remind this committee that we are your constituents, and that it is ours, the lives you are working to improve. We are privileged to assist CEDAW committee in the attainment of its vision, and mandate. 
