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Dear colleagues,
May 10, 2013
I am glad to share with you about the decision made by the Executive Committee on the International Study Program, run by KSRPD that the Team Korea, which has been running for the last 8 years, is expanded to members of APDF (Asia Pacific Disability Forum), RI AP (Rehabilitation International Asia-Pacific), as well as existing partnership organizations. 
The purpose of expanding the recruitment of the program is to share the UN ESCAP initiative for the Asia Pacific Decade (2013~2022), called a New Decade in the Asia Pacific Region. Considering the significance of participation of regional DPOs to be aware of the preparation for a New Decade, KSRPD would like to use the International Study Program as an opportunity for regional DPOs to know more about the New Decade and to participate in implementation of the New Decade to bring about real changes into our societies. 
For the members who are not familiar with our international study program, I am providing information on our organization KSRPD, which is a member of RI, as well as APDF for which KSRPD runs the Secretariat.
KSRPD was established in 1954 with an aim of improving social welfare for persons with disabilities. KSRPD has been developing international partnership work on disability issues (UNESCAP, Rehabilitation International, Asia Pacific Disability Forum), and has been running projects on research and policy development on disability, bridging digital divide, capacity building of youth with disabilities. 
‘Global Challenges of Youth with Disabilities’ is an international study program, which has been running for the last 8 years, with an aim of enabling young adults with disabilities to build their capacity to deal with disability issues both at a national and international level, so that they contribute to promoting a better society for persons with disabilities in the future. 
The program used to offer an opportunity only to Korean young persons with disabilities to go abroad to learn about policies and supports for people with disabilities in other countries. Since 2008, 1 team has been reserved for Asian and Pacific young people with disabilities, who have worked together with 8 Korean young people with and without disabilities to undertake a field study in Korea.  

This year the invitees of the program are 10. Unfortunately, the program is able to offer a placement only to developing countries, owing to the limited budget. 

Having said limitation of placement, I would like to ask you to recommend 1 candidate for the program. Unlike the previous recruitment, invitees of this year have to be professionals working in the disability field, under the age of 30 (by May, 2013). The reason for inviting young professionals is to focus on preparing for the Asia-Pacific Decade declared by ESCAP, in 2012. 
Please understand age limit, as the purpose of the program is for young people to build their capacity and give them an opportunity to develop their international work. The language to be used in the program is English, with an interpreter. 

I would be grateful if you selected one candidate for the program, who could share his or her experience in disability movement and good practice to promote the rights of persons with disabilities in their own country.

Please see the followings for the details. 
A. Brief Description of the Team Korea : Changing the World Together
• Period: 13 days from August 19 to 31 (Period can be changed)
• Theme: Changing the World Together 
• Participants: 10 Koreans and 10 Asians-Pacifician (non-Koreans)

• Program (Detailed information to be provided in the near future) 
· Orientation : Sharing national overall situation for disability rights

· Workshop on disability rights 
· Field visits
: Understanding various disability issues and the role of DPO/NGO 
: The role and status of Korean International Development: GO etc

· Promotion of Disability Rights and Eradication of Poverty through IT 

· UN ESCAP ‘Asia-Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities’ (2003-2012)
· Cultural Exchange
B. Requests  : Recruitment & an Initial selection of the Participants  
•  Number of people: One young professional with disabilities 
•  Requirements: 

- To be a professional with disabilities, working in the disability field, between 18 and 30 years old 

- To speak English at a communicative level (at least)

- To be able to commit oneself to a full-time program away from home, for 13 days 

• Cost: A return flight ticket and all the expenses aroused by conducting the program are funded by KSRPD 
• Initial Selection Due Date:  June 15, 2013
C. Contact: Program coordinator Hyun-Shin Kwack 
Tel. +82-70-4012-7012 Fax: +82-2-3472-3592  Email: rikorea2012@gmail.com
rikorea@rikorea.or.kr 
I hope you to have many interests and to support for a young person from your country to have an exciting opportunity to participate in the program. I feel that participants of the Program will broaden their experiences through ‘cross-fertilization of ideas’, which would nurture them to become good role models both in their society and in the disability field.
Please respond to us at your earliest convenience to confirm your co-operation on this matter or any difficulties to join in the project. 

With best regards,

Dr. Sangchul Lee (PhD), President, KSRPD
Korean Society for Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities

