The ASEAN Civil Society Conference/ASEAN People’s Forum 2013
By representative of ASEAN Disability Forum

Supported by Foundation for Women
The ASEAN Civil Society Conference/ASEAN People’s Forum 2013 (ACSC/APF 2013) was held in Brunei Darussalam on 6 – 8 April 2013 with the theme, “ASEAN: Building Our Future Together”. The event was hosted and led by the Council of Women of Brunei Darussalam (CWBD) and supported by Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in Brunei Darussalam. Delegates include representatives from CSOs in ASEAN countries including representative from Thai Women with Disabilities Network. The topic of women with disabilities was part of Workshop  C: Social Protection and Human Security of Women in ASEAN Community, where the topics related to women with disabilities were raised and discussed as follows:
· Background  information on persons with disabilities in Thailand

Number of persons with disabilities in Thailand:  
(men: ) 860,288
(women: ) 1,004,522
Number of persons with disabilities who hold disability I.D. cards: 
(men: ) 717,865
(women: ) 601,294
· Situation of women with disabilities in Thailand

From the above statistics, we can see that although the number of women with disabilities in Thailand is higher than men with disabilities, the number of women with disabilities who hold disability I.D. cards is lower, meaning lower access to government support and services. Women with disabilities experience discrimination on the ground of gender as well as their disabilities. Human rights of women with disabilities are not well protected. Society, families and even women with disabilities themselves do not know, and are not aware of their rights as they are not informed or educated about it. Thus, there are cases of human rights violation against women with disabilities including some forms of violence. As the theme, “Free ASEAN from violence against women” was raised in Workshop C and in the general conference; women with disabilities are also a target group of protection against all forms of violence. Generally, women with disabilities are in more vulnerable situations to be abused as there is a lack of effective mechanism to protect and support women with disabilities who are abused. In many cases, they are abused by family members or significant others that they are dependent on. They cannot protect themselves from all forms of abuse, especially sexual abuse. 
Many women with disabilities cannot access welfare services and facilities including information and knowledge about reproductive rights due to negative attitudes of society and families. Sometimes families decide on behalf of women with disabilities and they have to follow because they have no power to negotiate or they do not understand what is going on (in case of women with intellectual disabilities, for example). This results in forced sterilization in many cases as the parents think it will prevent women with disabilities from getting pregnant if they are raped. However, the original problem has not yet been solved. We have to protect women with disabilities from being raped, not just to prevent pregnancy from the rapes. In this case, the violence against women with disabilities still continues. It may even encourage more abuse as the abusers (mostly family members or persons around women with disabilities) know that the women cannot get pregnant. 
Sexual abuse not only means rape but also all forms of inappropriate manners against women. In case of women with disabilities, sometimes men claim that they just want to help and use it as an excuse to touch the woman. Some women with disabilities hesitate to reject even though they can tell that the men try to touch them. Women are afraid that it may be impolite to reject or sometimes they are not sure if the men really want to help. In this case, women are the ones to judge. If they feel that it is inappropriate touch and makes them feel uncomfortable, they can doubt that it may be an abuse. Women have to protect themselves as other people do not know. It is difficult to tell if the men want to touch or just want to help. Only the abusers and the women who are abused can tell. 
- 
Disability development in Thailand 

Thailand has made progressed in disability work especially in terms of laws, policies and plans as follows:

1. ratification of the Convention on the  Rights of Persons with Disabilities
2. Implementation of the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities  Act B.E. 2550

3. the 4th National Plan for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities B.E. 2555-2559  

4. the 1st National Plan for the Empowerment of Women with Disabilities Act B.E. 2556-2559 
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