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BANGKOK RECOMMENDATIONS

INDEPENDENT LIVING AND MAINSTREAMING FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN AFRICA 2014

Amari Watergate Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

25th July 2014
We, the participants from our respective countries and relevant stakeholders in the above-mentioned training held from 29th June to 26th July 2014 in Japan and Thailand, representing organizations of persons with disabilities and government officials from Malawi, Mozambique, Seychelles, South Africa and Sudan in conjunction with our Asian-Pacific institutions, government and organizations of persons with disabilities Viz: Japan Government, Disabled People’s International Asia-Pacific (DPI-AP), Japan National Assembly of Disabled People’s International (DPI-Japan) and Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD); 

recognizing the importance of the above-mentioned course and its contents, 

taking into consideration the knowledge, skills and the philosophy of Independent Living concept gained in Japan and Thailand, 

considering the support by Japan government through JICA;

We therefore wish to put forward the following recommendations:

1. To undertake, promote and enhance the establishment of the IL Concept in our respective countries of which will be tailor-made to suit challenges faced by persons with disabilities to portray a cross-disability, age and gender differences.

2. The Japanese Government through its relevant institutions to continually capacitate our organizations of persons with disabilities and government departments in mainstreaming of programmes of persons with disabilities and independent living in Africa.

3. Government departments and organizations of persons with disabilities represented here would promote the establishment of ILC in their countries in conjunction with other government departments and institutions using the Plans of Action developed during training in Japan and Thailand.

4. Enhance and actively participate in a network of past, current and future participants to promote and share good practices, progresses, experiences in our quest to establish IL in our countries with the support from government, institutions identified and further pursuit others to partake as well.

5. Mainstreaming programmes of persons with disabilities in development of all national legislations, policies and projects at all levels.

6. Strengthen and maintain formed partnerships with continental and regional organizations of persons with disabilities through the network or any other means of communication.

7. To strengthen our advocacy programmes in order to establish a barrier free society.
8. African governments and other stakeholders to establish the regional center for development of persons with disabilities in Africa with support from JICA.

9. JICA gives feedback and progress with regard to past declaration and recommendations.

We the participants from the following African countries:- Malawi represented by Ms. Odeilia Phiri and Mr. Joshua Mkwehiwa, Mozambique represented by Ms. Carolina Chiau, Mr. Kennedy Nhengu and Mr. Helder Buque, Seychelles represented by Mrs. Sylvanne Lemiel and Mr. Naddy Zialor, South Africa represented by Mr. Mokati Moledi and Sudan represented by Mr. Farug Musnad and Mr. Aboosama Taktook, wish to convey our heartfelt appreciation of contribution by Japanese government through JICA, The Kingdom of Thailand, persons with disabilities in their own personal capacities, organizations of persons with disabilities, DPI-AP, DPI-Japan, Human Care Association and other institutions, host families in both Japan and in Thailand, personal assistants, coordinators, interpreters, drivers and everyone who participated into the success of this training.

We take this training and exposure seriously as representatives of our countries, organizations and departments.

The above-mentioned recommendations are adopted by all 10 (ten) participants on this day of 25th July 2014 in Bangkok, Thailand.
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